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Tack Cleaning Achievement Badge 
 

WORKBOOK 

 
 
Objectives: To know the equipment needed, the importance of a clean bit and be able to undertake a 

daily and weekly clean. 

Key points: Name the equipment needed to clean tack 
To be able to explain or demonstrate how to clean tack 
Know how often tack should be cleaned 
Know how to clean a bit and why it is important to do so 

Additional reading: The Manual of Horsemanship 
 
The additional reading contains more information than is required for the badge, but it provides 
good background knowledge. 
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Why do we clean tack? 

Our tack (the saddle and bridle) is a very important and expensive part of riding. We need to 
make sure that we clean it often, because: 

 Dirty tack can be uncomfortable for the horse and rider 

 Leather can become brittle  and break easily if it is not kept clean 

 Cleaning your tack will protect it against mould  

 Clean tack looks good and lasts a lot longer than dirty, unkept tack 

 It allows us to do a safety check – we need to check the stitching on the saddle and 
bridle, we need to make sure that none of the leather is breaking, and check that the 
bit is not rusting or wearing 

 

How often should tack be cleaned? 

Parts of your tack should be cleaned every time you ride.  

 Once you have unsaddled, you must clean your bit. (Would you want to eat breakfast 
with yesterday’s dirty spoon?) Swish it around in a bucket of water, or wipe it with a 
damp cloth 

 Remove your numnah and girth, and hang them up to dry off 

 Wipe your saddle and bridle with a slightly damp cloth to remove any mud or dirt 

 

Every week, your tack should be taken apart and given a thorough clean. 

 

What equipment do you need to clean your tack? 

 An apron or an old t-shirt 

 A sponge or cloth 

 Saddle soap or glycerine bar 

 Dubbin or saddle oil or neatsfoot oil  

 Warm water 

 An old toothbrush can come in handy for cleaning bits and stirrup irons 
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How do we clean it? 

Saddle 

1. Strip the saddle. Remove the girth, numnah, stirrup leathers and stirrup irons 

2. Put the stirrup irons in hot water 

3. Dampen your sponge or cloth (the cloth must not be too wet) and put  on saddle soap 
or rub over the glycerine bar 

4. Sponge the saddle – every part that is leather needs to be cleaned. For any hard dirt, 
take it off gently with your finger nail or some horse tail hair. Don’t use anything 
sharp in case you damage the leather. Don’t forget to clean under the saddle! 

5. Clean all the metal pieces 

6. Clean the stirrup leathers in the same way as the saddle 

7. Put the numnah and girth (if it is material) in the washing machine 

8. If necessary, oil the saddle. It is best not to oil the top of the saddle as it will stain 
your jodphurs. Oil or dubbin is necessary more in winter when the leather is likely to 
crack, or when you plan on storing the saddle for a long period of time.  

All parts of the saddle 
must be cleaned. Pick up 
the saddle flap and clean 
everything that is leather. 
Turn the saddle over and 
clean the under side as 
well 
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Bridle 

1. Take everything apart 

2. Put the bit in warm water. Once it has had a chance to soak a little, then clean it with 
a cloth. An old toothbrush can be handy to make sure you get into all the parts of the 
bit 

3. Clean and soap every part of the bridle. Make sure that you clean each bend and fold 

4. If there is any saddle soap left in the holes, clean them out with a toothpick or match 

5. If necessary, put dubbin or saddle oil on the bridle (don’t use this on the bit though!) 

6. Put the bridle back together 

 

 

  

Steps to putting the bridle back 
together: 

1. Put the headpiece on a door 
or get someone to hold it for 
you 

2. Attach the brow band 
3. Attach the nose band through 

the headpiece 
4. Attach the cheek pieces to 

either side of the headpiece 
5. Put the bit on the bottom of 

the cheek pieces 
6. Attach the reins to the bit 
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Test yourself 

 
How often must your bit be cleaned? 
 

 

 
Name 4 things that you would need to clean your saddle 
 

 

 

 

 
Why is it important to keep your bit clean? 
 

 

 
Do you think it is a good idea to put oil on the top of your saddle? Explain your answer 
 

 

 
Write down 2 reasons why you think it is a good idea to keep your tack clean 
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Tack should be cleaned regularly to stop it from breaking or hurting your 
horse! Colour this picture in 
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A perfect tack room! Can you see 4 good things about how they are 
looking after their tack? List them here so you don’t forget, and then 
colour in the picture 

 

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

 


